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  The Buzz – September 2007 
 The latest UC Davis news, facts and distinctions to inform internal and external relations activities 

On Campus 
Private Support for UC Davis Tops $100 Mil l ion for 2006-07: Through the help of more than 44,000 donors UC Davis raised over 
$101 million in gifts, pledges and private grants during the 2006-07 fiscal year. This represents a nearly 25 percent increase from the 
$81.5 million raised the year prior and is the fifth consecutive year that philanthropic support has grown. 

UC Davis Moves Up in Two National Rankings: In the Washington Monthly annual ranking of universities based on their 
contributions to society, UC Davis jumped to 8th, up from 10th the year prior. U.S. News &  World Report ranked UC Davis 11th among 
public universities, up from 13th in 2006.  

$100 Mil l ion Grant Launches Betty Irene Moore School of Nursing: The Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation announced           
$100 million in support to launch the Betty Irene Moore School of Nursing. The funding is the largest philanthropic grant to UC Davis 
and one of the largest ever to UC. It is also the largest philanthropic gift in the nation in support of nursing education. 

School of Public Health Proposal Approved by UC Davis Faculty: A proposal to establish a school of public health at UC Davis has 
moved one step closer to reality, having gained approval from the Davis Division of the Academic Senate. The proposal for the school 
was sent for review to the UC Office of the President and the UC Academic Senate. 

UC Davis Takes to NCAA Division I Playing Field: UC Davis is officially a Division I school after completing a four-year process that 
proved its readiness for the athletic competition, academic requirements and regulations at the NCAA’s top level of play. UC Davis is 
now eligible for Division I conference championships and postseason play and will compete in the Big West Conference. 

ÒCalifornia FunkÓ Art Founders On Display: UC Davis has assembled its largest public show of work by faculty members Robert 
Arneson, Roy De Forest, Manuel Neri, Wayne Thiebaud and William T. Wiley—five of the most significant artists ever to live and 
work in Northern California—in a traveling exhibit that will premiere at the Nelson Gallery and then stop at four other cities. 

UC Davis School of Law Expansion and Renovation Project Groundbreaking: The UC Davis School of Law will break ground on a 
$30-million expansion and renovation project, the first in the school’s 40-year history, at a 10 a.m. ceremony at King Hall on Sept. 29. 
The project will be funded with voter-approved funds, campus funds and private donations. Nearly $5 million remains to be raised. 

Recent Discoveries and Developments 
UC Experts Detail  New Standard for Cleaner Transportation Fuels: A group of UC researchers, led by Daniel Sperling, a professor 
and director of the Institute of Transportation Studies at UC Davis, and UC Berkeley Professor Alex Farrell, released their much-
anticipated blueprint for fighting global warming by reducing the amount of carbon emitted when transportation fuels are used in 
California. Commissioned by Gov. Schwarzenegger, this “Low Carbon Fuel Standard” is designed to stimulate improvements in 
transportation-fuel technologies and is expected to become the foundation for similar initiatives in other states, as well as nationally 
and internationally. 

UC Davis to launch Asian American Center on Disparit ies Research: UC Davis has been awarded a five-year, $3.9-million federal 
grant to launch the Asian American Center on Disparities Research. Headquartered at UC Davis, the new center will support and 
coordinate the efforts of a network of researchers who study Asian-American mental health issues. 

UC Davis Issues New Tahoe Status Report; Shows Warming Trend: UC Davis released the first in a new series of annual reports that 
give the non-scientific community an unprecedented compendium of information that documents changing water quality and weather 
conditions in the Lake Tahoe Basin. The report presents a summary of tens of thousands of scientific observations of lake weather, 
water conditions and aquatic life made since the late 1960s by UC Davis scientists. 

Underserved West Sacramento Students Get a New ÒEarly CollegeÓ School: Hoping to give underserved kids a head-start on college, 
UC Davis has joined with Sacramento City College and the Washington Unified School District in West Sacramento to launch an 
innovative charter school: Students will have the opportunity to graduate with both a high school diploma and as many as 30 college 
credits, or the equivalent of two years of college. 

Tahoe Research Center Among ÒGreenestÓ Buildings: The new home of the UC Davis Tahoe Environmental Research Center has been 
named one of only five science laboratories in the world to receive a Platinum LEED Certification from the U.S. Green Building Council. 
LEED stands for Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design. The building council recognizes several levels of energy- and 
environmental-design excellence; platinum is its highest award. 

UC Davis Is Partner in New $125 Mil l ion Federal Bioenergy Research Center: UC Davis researchers who are experts at turning 
plants into energy for transportation, buildings and industry will be partners in a new $125 million federal bioenergy research center. 
Research will focus on biofuels—liquid fuels derived from the solar energy stored in plant matter. 
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The Numbers 
Rankings:  
!  8th in the ranking of American universities 

based on their contributions to society 
(Washington Monthly). 

!  11th among public universities nationwide 
(U.S. News & World Report).  

!  16th among public universities nationwide 
(National Research Council).  

!  12th in research funding among U.S. ranked 
public universities (NSF).  

Association: One of 62 North American 
universities admitted into the prestigious 
Association of American Universities. 
Research funding: $544 million in 2005–06 
Private support: $101.2 million in 2006–07 
Colleges/schools/divisions: Four colleges 
(Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, 
Biological Sciences, Engineering, Letters and 
Science); five professional schools (Education, 
Law, Management, Medicine, Veterinary 
Medicine). 
Student enrollment: 30,475 (fall 2006) 
Alumni: 174,614 
Undergraduate majors: 103 
Graduate programs: 86 
Intercollegiate sports: 26 (14 for women, 12 
for men) 
Campus area: 5,300 acres (largest UC 
campus) 

Who We Are 
The University of California, Davis, makes a difference in the lives of people every 
day. Our tradition of public service guides all that we do – from breakthroughs in 
research to providing a rigorous and comprehensive education for our students. 
We are fueled by our intellectual strength, energized by discovery. We are a 
collaborative community united by a vision of making the world a better place. 
 

UC Davis Distinctions 
A Comprehensive Education 
!  A leader in interdisciplinary study, offering more than 100 academic majors 

and 86 graduate programs. 
!  Hosts the largest engineering undergraduate student population in the UC 

system, offering the most accredited majors. 
!  Leads the nation in graduate and undergraduate education in the biological 

sciences. Year after year, UC Davis tops the charts in numbers of doctoral and 
bachelor’s degrees conferred. 

!  Offers the only veterinary school in the UC system and public veterinary 
school in California. 

!  Ranked second nationwide in agricultural research spending. (NSF) 
 

Center for Excellence 
!  Received $544 million in research funding in 2006–07, up 82 percent over 

five years. 
!  A leader in environmental research, with more than 1,500 faculty 

specializing in an environmental-related subject, and more than 100 faculty 
engaged in energy research and academic programs. 

!  Fostered three winners of the annual NCAA Woman of the Year award, more 
than any other university in the country. 

!  UC Davis Medical Center ranks among the top 50 hospitals in the U.S., 
according to annual surveys by U.S. News and World Report and the Leapfrog 
group, a health care safety coalition. 

!  One of only two centers in the country funded by NIH to translate human stem cell research into therapies. 
 

Impact on California  
!  One in every 276 Californians is a UC Davis alum. Our alumni earn a mean annual salary of $93,100—twice the California average. 
!  Contributes more than $3 billion each year to the California economy and returns $5 for every state dollar received. 
!  UC Davis’ research has fueled the growth of the $45 billion-a-year California wine industry and was honored by an Assembly 

Resolution of the California Legislature for its worldwide leadership and innovation in enology and viticulture. 
!  Experts in human health, veterinary medicine and agriculture are shaping the debate surrounding critical human health issues, 

such as avian flu and West Nile virus. 
 

Engagement 
!  The UC Davis Health System covers 33 counties, 65,000 square miles and 6 million residents. It includes a 577-bed acute-care 

teaching hospital in Sacramento, one of the nation’s leading medical schools and a multispecialty physician group. It operates the 
region’s only Level 1 trauma center, NCI-designated cancer center, comprehensive children’s hospital, transplant services, vascular 
center and institute for neurodevelopmental disorders, as well as a world-renowned telemedicine network. 

!  UC Davis’ Veterinary Medical Teaching Hospital cares for more than 32,000 small and large animals each year. Faculty care for 
patients in surgery, oncology, nutrition, behavior, dentistry, food animal medicine and many other specialized veterinary services 
while teaching veterinary students essential clinical skills and training veterinary specialists. 

!  The School of Law offers community support in the areas of immigration, prison law, civil rights litigation and family protection. 
Within these clinics, students represent clients under the supervision of experienced faculty.  

!  UC Davis Extension has more than 60,000 enrollments each year, making it the second largest extension in the UC system. 
!  The School of Education has prepared nearly 6,000 teachers for our schools’ classrooms, and for two consecutive years, UC Davis 

alumni have been named California Teachers of the Year. 
 

Student Experience 
!  Nearly half of all undergraduates participate in research. Students run a host of key campus services and events, including the 

Unitrans bus system, the campus post office and the annual Picnic Day, drawing more than 50,000 alumni, parents and friends. 
!  More than 1,200 students in more than 45 countries gain an international perspective through UC Davis’ Education Abroad 

Center. 
!  The Internship and Career Center helps more than 6,000 students obtain internships each year, making it one of the largest 

campus-wide academic internship programs in the country.  


