














The horse as a UC Davis symbol
dates back to 1921 when the U.S. Army
brought a stud Thoroughbred named
Gunrock. Gunrock was the offspring of
English Triple Crown winner Rock Sand
and race mare Gunfire, which gave
him bloodlines similar to the legendary
racehorse Man O’ War. He was brought
to campus to supply high-quality stock for
the cavalry. Aggie students chose for their
mascot a mustang to honor Gunrock’s

fame. The Aggie Nickname, too, was

informally adopted in the 1920s.
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